This poster has all the 17
species of Amphibians
recorded from Bangalore
so far. It is an attempt to
bring the frogs and toads
one leap closer to our
hearts!
The only floating frogs, the Common
Skittering Frog Euphlyctis
cyanophlyctis (above) and the Sixtoed Frog E. hexadactylus (below)
are aquatic. The Six-toed Frog has
a tubercle which appears as an
additional toe. The former has a
habit of skimming over the surface
of the water and escaping when
disturbed.

Frogs and toads have
received much attention in
our fables and in history.
Their role in controlling
insects, and their importance in the food chain are
well known. But still, with
the increased pace of
urbanization and the
unprecedented growth of
Bangalore, frogs and toads
are losing the race. We just
have not done enough for
them.

Draining of water-bodies
and climate change in general are affecting their survival. Vehicular traffic takes
its toll in two ways. Firstly,
they are often run over by
vehicles, and secondly,
increased traffic noise
affects their breeding
behaviour. Noise renders
their calls inaudible.
While it is impossible to
curtail the growth of a city,
a little ecological consideration, will go a long way in
conserving these beautiful
life forms. Frog friendly
landscape design would
surely help in their survival.

The Bicoloured Frog Clinotarsus
curtipes (above), is an aquatic frog
which is very rare in Bangalore. Has
a habit of sitting upright. Known to
mass migrate to water for breeding;
the froglets are known to move out
enmass too.

The Wrinkled Frog Fejervarya
caperata (above) is a semi aquatic
frog with a dark vocal sac and an
ivory white belly. Has longitudinal
ridges on the back.Their calls go on
for long stretches at a time and are
reminicent of a chant.

The Common Tree Frog (above)
Polypedates maculatus is the only
tree frog found in Bangalore. Disks
at the tips of digits are characteristic. They can land up behind picture
frames, curtains & the like, on walls.
Legs are long & they can jump well.
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Toads are frogs adapted to a life on
drier land. They have a rough skin,
and hardly any webbing on their
feet. Two species of toads
(Duttaphrynus) are found in
Bangalore: Common Toad D.
melanosticuts (above) and
Ferguson’s Toad D. scaber (below).

Bull Frogs (Hoplobatrachus) are
large aquatic frogs once used for
dissections in class. Males are very
combative during the breeding season. Jerdon’s Bull Frog H. crassus
(above) has a distinct and visible
ear drum. The Indian Bull Frog H.
tigerinus (below) male turns yellow
in the breeding season and has a
cobalt blue vocal sac.

Burrowing frogs are known to wriggle backwards into soft squelchy
earth, to hide completely and fall
torpid. They have a small digging
apparatus on their hind limbs.
Bangalore has the Indian Burrowing
Frog Sphaerotheca breviceps
(above) and Roland’s Burrowing
Frog S. rolandae (below).

The frogs in this panel and the next
two, are unique in having a visibly
narrow mouth (gape), which is perhaps linked to their habit of picking
up prey from the ground, rather than
grab them from the air. The Painted
Frog Kaloula taprobanica (above)
and Variegated Ramanella Frog
Ramanella variegata (below) have
dilated toes, linked to a climbing

habit, and are often found in tree
holes. The Ornate Narrow-mouthed
Frog Microhyla ornata (above) and
the Red Narrow-mouthed Frog M.
rubra (below) are extremely small,
just about 2cm in length and are
also known to burrow into soil.

Balloon Frogs burrow into wet loose
soil and remain there through summer. They are slow on the ground
and have an indistinct ear drum.
Indian Balloon Frog Uperodon globulosus (above) and Marbled Balloon
Frog U. systoma (below) have been
recorded from Bangalore.

